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 Christmas Lights Stroll in the Park Family Event 

          On December 16, 2021, the afterschool program 

hosted a family engagement activity in the Gallipolis City 

park called Lights In The Park Stroll. Families were 

asked to visit the park between 5:00 

pm—7:00 pm and check in at the 

gazebo to receive Santa hats and a 

scavenger hunt.  Families completed 

the scavenger hunt while strolling 

throughout the park seeking answers 

to the questions. When their hunt 

was completed and returned to the gazebo, families re-

ceived many gifts for the children and the family.  The 

gifts were a stuffed fox, fidget spinners, flashlights, color-

ing books, candy canes, hot chocolate and a cookie from 

Zack & Scotties, and movie passes for everyone present 

in the family to enjoy during the Christmas break. Every-

one enjoyed the evening. 
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Rhonda Friend Visits LIL Cats 

     Rhonda Friend, an acclaimed children’s book au-

thor from Tennessee, recently entertained students 

during their LILCats Afterschool program with a com-

bination of storytelling, puppets, mu-

sic, and audience participation. An-

other aspect she included in her pro-

gram was story writing.  She involved 

students in the writing process, by 

allowing them to choose a character, event, and con-

flict. Students dictated sentences creating a short sto-

ry. She challenged her students 

to enter a writing contest she 

sponsored for their school 

where 2 young authors will win 

a book.  At her readings, she 

challenges the students to be 

positive contributors to their schools and communities 

by being both honest and kind. Each student received 

an autographed set of a 6 book series on important 

character traits such as honesty, 

perseverance, and kindness, etc. 

Students enjoyed Rhonda 

Friend’s visit. 

 

Nutcracker Rocks 

        On December 2, 2021, at the University of Rio Grande’s 

Fine Arts building, families enjoyed a family night full of entertain-

ment. The Cincinnati’s Children’s Theater performed Nutcracker 

Rocks for the families. The story emphasized the importance of 

family even through hard times and misunder-

standings. A special guest present was Santa and his elf giving 

children a chance to talk to the man in red and for families to 

have a photo opportunity with Santa. Families received a ginger-

bread house to build as a family at home and each student re-

ceived a bag of goodies that included games, poppets, candy 

canes, and more. The evening was attend my many and was 

a huge success. 

 

 

 

*Winter Advantage Program– 

Get your papers in to take ad-

vantage of the rewards. 

*Winterfest –Feb. 19, 2022 

City Park from 12:00 pm-4:00 

pm                                                  

*OSU Snap-ed Activities: Jan. 

4, 11, 18, 25, Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22                                      

*Watch for announcements 

for more events 



Stuffed Animal Take Home Activity 

      At the beginning of November, families were 

asked to participate in a take 

home family activity. The fami-

lies received a take home family 

activity that included a stuffed 

animal and an enrichment pack-

et filled full of fun activities such as fall 

walks, leaf rubbings, slime recipes, tracking the moon phas-

es, family tree research, and many more. The packet en-

couraged families to do low stress activities 

together at home while using math, reading, 

and science. After students with the help from 

a parent, stuffed their animal, read their ani-

mal a story, and returned a pic-

ture of this activity, students 

was able to picked out a game to take home 

and to continue building strong family relation-

ships by doing activities together as a family. 

Arts & Crafts 

      Arts & Crafts activities are al-

ways fun for the students. They are 

able to be creative and express 

themselves through art. This is a 

place in which the students can be 

unique, build their self esteem, and 

enhance their decision-making skills. 

Through their works of art they 

can show off and 

be proud of their 

innovations and 

creativity.   

Community Service Projects 

      Students showed their gratitude by creating a 

flag made from paper for the Veterans’ that visited 

during their Veteran’s program. They, also,  decorat-

ed a tree for the Gallipolis In Lights event at the city 

park. Students identified other groups to 

show their appreciation 

to, such as, bus drivers, 

teachers, and other com-

munity members. 

STEM 

       LIL Cats all hands on deck for all 

the STEM activities. Students are excit-

ed with all the different STEM activities 

they have been experiencing from 

pumpkin exploding to building 3-D 

shapes during their program. These 

types of activities help to build 

stronger Math and Science 

skills, critical thinking, and 

problem solving skills. STEM 

strengthens students confi-

dence, develops curiosity, 

innovations, and resourceful-

ness.  Working in groups 

leads to team building which 

is very important in the work place. STEM experi-

ence can open more career opportunities for stu-

dents. 

Community Christmas Event 

       LIL Cats partnered with 

Hannan Trace Elementary to 

put on an event called the 

Community Christmas Event. 

The school was decked out 

with many decorations pre-

pared by the students and the staff. The huge pine tree in 

the front yard of the school was strung with lights. There 

was a count down to flip the switch to light all the lights 

on and around the school. A live nativity scene was on 

display in the front lawn to kick the ceremony off. Carol-

ers from the local church lead the attendees in Christmas 

songs. Hot chocolate and cookies was provided to every-

one by the local church. Even the Grinch made an ap-

pearance to this joyous event. Santa arrived by firetruck 

with the lights flashing and horns sounding to sit in his 

special seat to talk to all the 

kids. Students received pop-

pets, spinners, and a ginger-

bread house to take home to 

do as a family.  






